
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 21, 2018 
 
 
Honorable Mr. Andrew Wheeler 
EPA Acting Administrator 
Via email: WIINDrinkingwatergrants@epa.gov 
 
Subject: Lead in Schools and Child Care Drinking Water Grant  
 
Dear Mr. Wheeler, 
 
This letter is to serve as the State of Colorado’s notice of intent to participate in the Lead in 
Schools and Child Care Drinking Water Grant authorized under the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements Act for the Nation (WIIN). Colorado is committed to being part of the solution 
to protect students and preschool children from the damaging effects of lead in drinking 
water at schools and childcare facilities. 
 
Colorado proposes to have the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) as the lead agency for the purposes of this grant.  In 2017, CDPHE established a 
public school lead testing grant program that provides funding through state fiscal year 2020 
to assist eligible public schools with testing. CDPHE is well positioned to implement and 
administer this grant in a timely fashion while continuing to support Colorado’s effort on 
reducing lead exposure.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our interest in this grant. I look forward to working 
with EPA on the application. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with questions or if 
you need further information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Hickenlooper, Governor 
State of Colorado 
 
 
cc:   Colorado Department of Public Health 
  Colorado Department of Education   



 
 
December 29, 2018 
 
Andrew R. Wheeler 
Acting Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
RE: Notice of Intent to Participate in WIIN Grant Program 
  
Dear Administrator Wheeler: 
 
The State of Illinois herewith confirms its intent to participate in EPA’s program to provide grants to 
states for testing drinking water for lead, pursuant to authorization under the Water Infrastructure 
Improvements for the Nation Act (WIIN).  The state agency responsible for this program will be the 
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). 
 
IDPH Contact: Ken McCann 
  Chief, Environmental Health 

Office of Health Protection 
525 West Jefferson Street 
Springfield, IL 62761 
Ken.Mccann@illinois.gov 
217-782-5830 
 

 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
        Bruce Rauner 
        Governor, State of Illinois 
 
Cc: Ken McCann 
 

mailto:Ken.Mccann@illinois.gov
























Oregon achieves . . . together! 

Colt Gill 
Director of the Oregon Department of Education  
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Andrew R. Wheeler 
Acting Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
January 9, 2019 
 
Dear Mr. Wheeler, 
 
Please accept this letter as Notice of Intent to Participate in the WIIN Act grant program on behalf of the 
Oregon Department of Education.  The Department intends to use the WIIN Act grant funding to bolster its 
mandatory testing program. 
 
In 2017, Oregon passed legislation requiring mandatory testing of water for lead at all public K-12 schools on 
a recurring basis. Rules have now been set and that testing will begin soon. In addition, in 2018 the Early 
Learning Division of Oregon Department of Education set rules requiring all state licensed childcare facilities 
to test for elevated levels of lead in water.  
 
The Oregon State Legislature provided some funding for testing public K-12 schools. The WIIN Act grant 
funding would supplement that funding as well as providing training to school district and charter school 
personnel on proper techniques for collection of water samples to ensure that mandatory testing performed 
delivers accurate results. 
 
The Early Learning Division would use WIIN Act grant funding to reimburse lab costs for testing faucets in 
licensed childcare facilities. This would primarily cover new providers coming into the system, as existing 
providers will have already completed testing before WIIN Act grant funds become available. The grant 
funding would also provide assistance with interpretation and translation services for providers who have 
challenges interacting with testing labs because their primary language is not English.  
 
Because the amount of funding available will be unknown until February 22, 2019, we may modify our 
planned targets for the funding at a future date. We will be happy to submit a full proposal with any 
additional required information as instructed. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brian Hodges-French 
Healthy and Safe Schools Coordinator 
Oregon Department of Education 
Office of School Facilities 
503-947-5970 
Brian.French@ode.state.or.us  

mailto:Brian.French@ode.state.or.us








 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 28, 2018 

 

 

 

The Honorable Andrew Wheeler  

Acting Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

RE: Notice of Intent to Participate in the Lead Testing in Schools and Child Care Drinking Water 

Grant Program 

 

Dear Acting Administrator Wheeler: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the Lead Testing in Schools and Child Care 

Drinking Water Grant Program. I want to ensure that all children who attend Washington schools 

and child care centers have access to safe drinking water.   

 

In 2016, I directed the Washington State Department of Health to identify opportunities for 

reducing lead exposure. As a result, a voluntary program for testing school drinking water for 

lead was established. In less than a year, the pilot program has sampled nearly 300 schools.  

To protect our youngest residents, the Washington State Department of Children, Youth, and 

Families requires testing for lead in drinking water in child care centers as part of their 

certification program.  

 

To support both programs, I certify the Washington State Department of Health as the designee 

for the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act (WIIN Act) State Lead Testing in 

Schools and Child Care Program Drinking Water grant.  

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 

Jay Inslee 

Governor 
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